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Once again we were able to 

hold Vandalia Lake Day for the 

6th grade students of the 

Vandalia Middle School. It 

was held on May 16, 2012. 

As you can see by the pic-

tures it was a perfect day 

to be outside.  This day 

originally began because 

Tony wrote a grant with 

the EPA in 2005. Part of 

the grant was to provide 

education the youth about 

the im-

portance 

of pre-

serving 

t h e 

na tu ra l 

resources in 

the Vandalia 

Lake Water-

shed. The 

educational 

exper ience 

was such a success with the 

students and teachers that we 

have been asked to repeat it 

every year since. So, what 

started out as something that 

we would do 2 times has 

turned into an every year 

event.  

 

Most of the subjects the stu-

dents learn about are a 

hands on experience. 

Something like this would be ex-

tremely hard to duplicate in the 

c l a s s r o o m , 

thatôs why we 

work so hard to 

bring the stu-

dents to the ex-

perience. How 

many times can 

you say you 

have seen this 

many different 

agencies come 

together in one 

place, just to 

better the edu-

cation of our 

students. All 

of these agen-

cies know the importance of edu-

cation. 

 

The students were given presen-

(Continued on page 2) 

Watersheds - Tony Pals, RC, Fayette & Effingham 

County SWCD 

Boat Safety & Fishing - John Blythe,  

Vandalia Lake Fishing Club 

Invasive Species -  

Mary Grapperhaus, IDNR 



 

Everyone was also reminded that May is 

ñInvasive Speciesò month, which I was asked 

to mention.  

 

Once again, I would like to thank all the pre-

senters that gave so generously of their 

time to make this day such a huge suc-

cess!! Without such a great bunch of 

people this day wouldnôt be possible. 

tations on 9 subjects pertaining to areas that effect 

the Vandalia Lake Watershed. One of the great 

things that I still love about these outings with the 

students, is the fact that while they are outside 

having a great time we are actually teaching them 

things that will hopefully stick with them for a 

while - as well as teaching them how to pro-

tect their environment .  

Of course, when we ask them what their fa-

vorite presentation is about 85% of the time 

the an-

s w e r 

will al-

w a y s 

b e 

ñsnakesò.  

Also, just in 

case you 

were won-

d e r i n g , 

YES, the 

snakes are 

very much 

real.  
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Water Quality - Margaret Fertaly & Scott Shasteen, IEPA 

Snakes - Pam Doty & David Delany, ACOE 

Wildlife - Bob Hammel, IDNR 

Wildlife -  

Gary Potts, IDNR 

Water Safety - Annie Hickman &  

Stephanie McBee, ACOE 


