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For over 30 

years I 

know that 

the district 

held an An-

nual Meet-

ing and 

there were 

a lot of 

landowners 

and opera-

tors that 

really looked 

forward to it every year. But for 

the past couple of years we have-

nôt been able to have one due to all 

the cuts in our budget.   

What we have been doing instead 

is a General Election of Directors. 

This means that we need landown-

ers and operators to come into the 

office and vote for directors. We 

will have a voting area set up in 

the office and all you need to do is 

sign in and place your vote.  The 

General Election will be held on 

February 16th from 7:00-5:00 at 

the USDA Build-

ing at 301 South 

Third Street, Van-

dalia. There are 

three landowners 

running for elec-

tion this year. 

They are Jake 

Hortenstine, 

Susan Holdeman 

and Ken Roberts.   

We still continue 

to do the awards 

that we have always done in the past, 

such as: the Poster Contest, sponsored 

by the 1st National Bank of Browns-

town, Farm Family, sponsored by 1st 

National Bank of Vandalia, Envi-

rothon Winner, and Soil Judging 

Winner.  The only thing that is no 

longer stressed over is all the door 

prizes and decorations. YEA FOR 

ME!!!! Not that I donôt miss seeing 

all your smiling faces but it sure is a 

lot of work. Hopefully one day real 

soon we will be able to have the an-

nual meeting again and get to relive 

all the good old times. Until then 

p l e a s e 

make sure 

to come in 

and vote at 

the General 

Election on 

Feb ru a r y 

16th.  

Hope to 

see you all 

real soon. 

Reggie and Kathy Grandt 2011 Conservation Farm 

Family awarded by Elizabeth Heinzmann from  

1st National Bank of Vandalia 

Faith  Williams  

1st Place 

Adam Moreland   

2nd Place 

Jared Mason   

3rd Place 



actually the Partners for Conservation (PFC) pro-

gram.  So, one of the changes in the PFC program 

since last year is that we are no longer limited in the 

number of abandoned wells we can seal. 

We still cost-share at 60%.  That doesnôt compare to 

the 90% you can get for practices installed through 

the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) , or the up 

to 100% you can get through practices put in 

through the Environmental Quality Incentive Pro-

gram (EQIP), but some situations do not qualify for 

the latter two.  If you have an erosion problem that 

needs to be addressed, come in and sign it up.  I will 

go out, look at it, and determine the best program to 

put it in to get you the most cost-share.  

 

Even though the budget is extremely tight again this 

year, we did manage to get a little bit of cost-share 

money.  We can still take applications for all of the 

usual conservation practices; Waterways, Grade Sta-

bilization Structures, Water & Sediment Control Ba-

sins, and terraces.  We can also cost-share on sealing 

abandoned wells.  

There are a few changes to the program this year.  

First, it was called the Conservation Practices Pro-

gram (CPP) since the programôs inception, and I con-

tinue to call it that because I am old and resistant to 

change.  However, for the past couple of years it is 
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Rain Barrels for Sale 
By Karen Sanders 

The Fayette County 

SWCD still has rain bar-

rels for $50.00.  The 55 

gallon barrels are black. 

As you can tell by the 

picture they are a very 

nice design with a spigot, 

a 90 degree overflow and 

a 6 inch opening in the 

top with a grate that can 

be removed to clean the 

barrel. If you do a little 

checking on the internet 

you will find that the 

price is extremely hard to 

beat. With some strategic placement of a rain barrel 

underneath the gutters of your home you could 

fill a rain barrel in a small shower, which could 

make it possible to water your flowers, your gar-

den or even wash your car. And depending on 

how much watering you do each day, you could 

go the entire summer without using the garden 

hose, if you had enough rain barrels set up. This 

could save a good deal of money for someone 

who tends to use the garden hose liberally. Plus it 

provides fresher and purer water for your plants. 

Plants tend to grow better with natural water 

when compared to chlorinated water. If you are 

interested in purchasing a rain barrel please call 

either Karen or Tony at 618-283-1095 ext. 3, or 

stop by the office at 301 South Third Street in 

Vandalia.  
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It may be a little early to be-

gin renting equipment but it 

is never too early to start 
thinking about what has to 

be done to your fields to 

help improve them. Whether 

you are going to be needing  

soil tests or have to add lime 

to  some fields. Now is the 

time to start thinking about 

that.   
I, for one, no longer look forward to an early 

spring. I love the warm weather, but have come to 

dread planting season. But as 

most farm families can tell 

you, this is a very stressful 

time of year. Everyone 

knows there will be lots of 
long hours working and 

planting the fields. Then 

there are the breakdowns. 

We hope they wonôt hap-

pen, even though we all 

know they are going to. We 

just never know exactly 
when it will be. Then there are the meals and 

now the endless cell phones ringing, someone 

needs a ride to another field or to be picked up 

due to the dreaded breakdown.  

Well, the SWCD has a few pieces of machinery 

for rent that may help you out just a little. We 

have a Truax grass seeder that rents for $8.00 

an acre. This is the perfect piece of equipment 

to do the waterways that 

have to be planted 

through everyoneôs CRP 
contracts. It works great 

in ground that has not 

been tilled, or in pas-

tures that are kind of 

rough. We also have a 

tree planter that rents for 

$10.00 a day, if you 

bring it back clean. Trust me it is well worth the 
money if you have over 25 trees to plant! It does 

the work so you donôt have to (sound familiar).  

Then we have a Fabric 

Plow that costs .75 cents 

a foot (including fabric) 

to help put in a fabric 

check instead of rock 
checks in those water-

ways. And last, but not 

least, we have a root 

plow that rents for 

$25.00 a day. It cuts off 

feeder roots, along fence 

rows or in fields that are 
next to timber, that sap moisture and fertilizers 

from your crops.  

If you are interested in any of the equipment 

please call the Fayette County SWCD at 618-

283-1095 ext. 3, or stop by the office at 301 

South 3rd Street in Vandalia for more informa-

tion. We hope you have a smooth, uneventful and 

safe planting season. 


