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Cost Share Money Available
By Tony Pals

actually the Partners for Conservation (PFC) pro-
gram. So, one of the changes in BEC program
since last year is that we are no longer limited in the
number of abandoned wells we can seal.

We stillcosts har e at 60 %. T at
the 90% you can get for practices installed thro igh
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) , or th 2 up
to 100% you can get through practices put in
through the Environmental Quality Incentive P >-
gram (EQIP), but some situations do not qualify or

the latter two. If you have an erosion problem ' at
needs to be addressed, come in and sign it up. = will
go out, look at it, and determine the best progra to

Even though the bUdget is extremely t|ght aga|n th|§ut itinto get you the most ceshare.
year, we did manage to get a little bit of eskare

money. We can still take applications for all of the
usual conservation practices; Waterways, Grade Staj
bilization Structures, Water & Sediment Control Ba-
sins, and terraces. We can also sb&tre on sealing
abandoned wells.

There are a few changes to the program this yea
First, it was called the Conservation Practices Pro
gram (CPP) since the pro
tinue to call it that because | am old and resistant tg
change. However, for the past couple of years it ig

Rain Barrels for Sale
By Karen Sanders

underneath the gutters of your home you could
fill a rain barrel in a small shower, which could

make it possible to water your flowers, your gar-
den or even wash your car. And depending on
how much watering you do each day, you could

The Fayette County
SWCD still has rain bar-
rels for $50.00. The 55
gallon barrels are black.
As you can tell by the

picture they are a very
nice design with a spigot,
~ ] a 90 degree overflow and
“la 6 inch opening in the
top with a grate that can
be removed to clean the
barrel. If you do a little
checking on the internet
you will find that the
4 price is extremely hard to

go the entire summer without using the garden
hose, if you had enough rain barrels set up. This
could save a good deal of money for someone
who tends to use the garden hose liberally. Plus it
provides fresher and purer water for your plants.
Plants tend to grow better with natural water
when compared to chlorinated water. If you are
interested in purchasing a rain barrel please call
either Karen or Tony at 618331095 ext. 3, or

stop by the office at 301 South Third Street in

beat. With some strategic placement of a rain barr&andalia.
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Equipment for Rent
By Karen Sanders

It may be a little early to bg-
gin renting equipment but |t
is never too early to stajt
thinking about what has
be done to your fields t
help improve them. Whethér
you are going to be needigg
soil tests or have to add linje rough. We also have a

to some fields. Now is th tree planter that rents for
time to start thinking about $10.00 a day, if you

that. bring it back clean. Trust me it is well worth the
[, for one, no longer look forward to an early money if you have over 25 trees to plant! It does
spring. | love the warm weather, but have cometé he wor k so you donoét h
dread planting season. But as Then we have a Fabric
most farm families can te Plow that costs .75 cents
you, this is a very stressfjl a foot (including fabric)
time of year. Everyong to help put in a fabric
knows there will be lots (I check instead of rock

n

long hours working a checks in those water-
planting the fields. The ways. And last, but not
there are the breakdowr]s. least, we have a root

to do the waterways that
have to be planted
t hrough everyo
contracts. It works great
in ground that has not
been tilled, or in pas-
tures that are kind of

—

We hope the wonot hap- plow that rents for
pen, even though Wev\i! $25.00 a day. It cuts off
know they are going to.

feeder roots, along fence
just never know exactly rows or in fields that are
when it will be. Then there are the meals anchext to timber, that sap moisture and fertilizers
now the endless cell phones ringing, someon&om your crops.

needs a ride to another field or to be picked upgf you are interested in any of the equipment
due to the dreaded breakdown. please call the Fayette County SWCD at 618
Well, the SWCD has a few pieces of machinery2831095 ext. 3, or stop by the office at 301
for rent that may help you out just a little. We South 3rd Street in Vandalia for more informa-
have a Truax grass seeder that rents for $8.0lon. We hope you have a smooth, uneventful and
an acre. This is the perfect piece of equipmensafe planting season.
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