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The Kelly Tarter family from 

the northwest corner of Fay-

ette County was chosen as the 

Conservation Farm Family.  

Kelly farms about 750 acres of 

cropland and maintains a 50 

head heard of Hereford brood 

cows.  He has installed or re-

paired over 41,000 feet of ter-

races, with 5350 feet of tile 

outlet, 2.1 acres of waterways, 

2 dry dams, a windbreak, and 

6.6 acres of quail buffer. That 

old saying, ñThe apple doesnôt 

fall far from the tree.ò surely 

applies to Kelly.  Kellyôs dad, 

Don, was a leader in conserva-

tion, and served as a Fayette 

County Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District director from 1970 

to 1974.Kelly continues that con-

servation ethic in his treatment 

of the land he farms.  He also 

served on the board from 2002 

to 2008. 

Kelly and Barb have two grown 

children, Ben and Beth. Ben and 

wife, Dee, have one daughter, 

Hannah.  Beth is married to 

Corey King, and they have two 

daughters, Gracie and Carley.  

Congratulations to the Kelly 

Tarter family and thank you for 

all you do to protect our soil 

resource. 

Kelly Tarter Farm Family  for 2012 

Daisy - The Farm Family Dog 



chase a savings bond with the students winnings, if 

they wish.  

The First National Bank of Brownstown sponsors 

the event every year, providing the poster boards, 

the trophies and the Visa Cards.  I think Jerry 

Reed, President of the bank gets as big a kick out 

of presenting the awards to the kids as they do 

getting them.  

This yearôs winners were: 1st place, 

Samantha Stokes from Ramsey Ele-

mentary School, daughter of Billy and 

Bobbi Stokes , 2nd  place, Max 

Schraer, Brownstown Elementary 

School, son of Veronica Schraer of 

Brownstown, and, 3rd place, Erin Han-

nagan, St. Elmo Elementary School, 

son of Shawn and Jill Hannagan, of 

St. Elmo.  Thanks to Brownstown 

Bank for sponsoring this event for all 

the past years, and, hopefully, several 

more in the future.  

Every year the Fayette County Soil & Water Conser-

vation District holds a poster contest for all the 4th 

grade students in the county.  A theme for the contest 

is set by the National Association of Conservation 

Districts.  This yearôs theme was ñSoil to Spoonò.  

The idea behind the theme is to teacher the students 

that everything we eat comes from the soil. The stu-

dents get a presentation on the theme, from, of course, 

Tony Pals, whom I know for a fact loves do-

ing the presentation and getting to talk to all 

the students. They also receive poster board, 

and a deadline to have their posters com-

pleted.  The district board, employees, and 

several volunteers then judge the posters and 

decide on a first, second, and third place.    

The winners get an engraved trophy and, un-

til this year, a Savings bond ($100, $75, and 

$50 for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, respectively), but this 

year due to changes, we can no longer give 

savings bonds, so we gave each winner a 

Visa Card.  The parents will be able to pur-

Poster Contest Winners 
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Samantha Stokes - 1st Place Max Schraer - 2nd Place Erin Hannagan - 3rd Place 
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Every year county schools 

participate in a local Envi-

rothon competition.  Each 

school brings five member 

teams to the event and they 

are tested on five subjects 

dealing with the environ-

ment.  The Fayette County 

Soil & Water Conservation 

District provides each student 

participating from Fayette 

County with a t-shirt.  The 

shirts were donated this year 

by Fayette County Farm Bu-

reau. The district is respon-

sible for putting a unique 

county logo on the back of 

the shirts.  We come up with that logo each year 

by having a design competition in the vocational 

art department at Vandalia 

High School.  For the past 

several years we have 

given the winner a $100 

savings bond but due to 

regulation changes, the 

district is no longer able to 

give savings bonds. So, 

this year we awarded a 

$100 Visa Card for the 

student to use to either buy 

a savings bond or to use as 

they and their parents see 

fit. This yearôs winner, and 

recipient of a $100 Visa 

Card, is Ashley Wilkin-

son,  daughter of Daniel 

and Mary Wilkinson of St. Peter.  

Recycling Update 

As most of you are already aware, the district 

does eRecycling every Wednesday from 1:00-

5:00. We except about any electronic products, 

such as computers, monitors, ink cartridges, etc 

that you need to get rid of, and all you have to do 

is put them in the eRecycling trailer located in 

the parking lot. We don't take large appliances 

like refrigerators or stoves, but if you call me I 

can give you the information necessary for you 

make arrangements to have it picked up so it 

can be recycled. But the one question that keep-

ing getting asked is "Do you still take glass?" 

And the answer is "NO" we do not have any-

where to dispose of it anymore, so please do 

not leave your glass. There is a drop-off loca-

tion for glass in Effingham behind the Kluthe 

Center. 

When it comes to all the paper, plastic, card-

board and office paper, the solution is easy. 

Fayco is working with Vandalia residents, as well 

as, several other surrounding towns to set up recy-

cling areas. If there is not a location in your town, 

just take it to the Fayco Building at 1313 Sunset 

Drive in Vandalia. They have several bins set up 

and all you have to do is sort your recycling into the 

bins.  If you have any questions about your eRecy-

cling call Karen or Tony at the SWCD Office at 618

-283-1095 ext. 3 or if you have paper recycling 

questions call Fayco at 618-283-0638.  

 

So, thanks to all of you that are recycling.  It takes a 

little effort, but it really does make a difference.  I 

keep telling everyone that big problems can be 

solved by a lot of people doing little things. Please 

keep recycling so our youth will have a better natu-

ral resource experience with each passing year. 


